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DAYTON, Ohio -With a little help from the University of Dayton's opera workshop 
students, some favorite storybook characters will come to life to enchant the stage in Kennedy 
Union's Boll Theatre. 
"Fain; Tales, Fables and Folklore," a production of highlights from storybook-themed 
operas, will be performed at 8 p.m. Friday, Dec. 3, and at 2 p .m. Saturday, Dec. 4, at Boll 
Theatre. The performance is free and open to the public. 
Under the direction of artist-in-residence John W. Wright and Linda J. Snyder, both 
professors of music at UD, and accompanied by John Benjamin, part-time instructor, 15 
student singers will perform selections from two versions of "Cinderella, "Hansel and Gretel," 
"The Ballad of Baby Doe," and Disney's "Beauty and the Beast." The production will be fully 
staged and costumed and should appeal to children of all ages, said Snyder, who is also 
coordinator of vocal activities for the University's department of music. 
"No matter what one's age, experiencing a wide variety of operatic excerpts performed 
in English is a great introduction to the wonderful world of opera," Snyder said. "And opera 
is really just musical theater with an emphasis on music." 
The opera workshop course offered at UD includes the study of performance tedu-llques 
with opportunities to perform operatic and musical theater excerpts and one-acts. The annual 
fall production is part of the students' curriculum, and it gives them the opportunity to 
experience performing on stage and in front of an audience. 
"It also introduces new repertoire to the students and gives them the opportunity to 
share this repertoire with others," Snyder said. "After all, music doesn't come alive unless 
there's an audience there to listen to it." 
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